
RURALCO 
FODDER 
BEET GUIDE
The latest information on Ruralco’s  
top selling fodder beet varieties





FODDER BEET: DRY MATTER RATING
LOW MEDIUM HIGH

CONTACT RURALCO TODAY TO DISCUSS THE BEST 
OPTION FOR YOUR FARM OR PLACE AN ORDER

SF BRIGADIER™

STOCK CLASS

SOWING RATE 
SEEDS/HA

90,000–
100,000
COATING

Pelletised with 
fungicide only

DRY MATTER

11–13%

% OF BULB OUT 
OF GROUND

65–70%

KEY FEATURES:
•	 Exceptional utilisation from 

the highest proportion of bulb 
above ground than any other 
commercially available variety;

•	 High leaf proportion with the 
lowest bulb dry matter available 
(up to 13%), important for 
growing young animals;

•	 Excellent versatility, suiting all 
grazing systems.

JAMON 
STOCK CLASS

SOWING RATE 
SEEDS/HA

80,000–
90,000
COATING

Pelletised  
(untreated)
OR 
Pelletised with 
insecticide only

DRY MATTER

16–18%

% OF BULB OUT 
OF GROUND

50%

KEY FEATURES: 

•	 Very uniform, monogerm cultivar 
that has been evaluated in 
New Zealand for many years;

•	 It has performed consistently 
well for several years across all 
stock classes and environments 
in New Zealand;

•	 Orange skinned cultivar and 
is French fodder beet breeder 
Florimond Desprez’s most 
popular product.

SF LIFTA™

STOCK CLASS

SOWING RATE 
SEEDS/HA

90,000–
120,000
COATING

Pelletised with 
fungicide only

DRY MATTER

17–19%

% OF BULB OUT 
OF GROUND

55%

KEY FEATURES:

•	 Versatile fodder beet 
for grazing and/or self/
mechanical harvesting;

•	 Excellent leaf quality;

•	 High yields from its 
medium to high dry 
matter.

CERISE 
STOCK CLASS

SOWING RATE 
SEEDS/HA

80,000–
100,000
COATING

Pelletised with 
insecticide  only

DRY MATTER

18–21%

% OF BULB OUT 
OF GROUND

40–50%

KEY FEATURES: 

•	 Uniform yellow/green 
tankard shaped bulb; 

•	 True monogerm cultivar; 

•	 Very good resistance to 
bolting. 

SF SUGA™ 3.0
STOCK CLASS

SOWING RATE 
SEEDS/HA

100,000–
120,000
COATING

Pelletised with 
fungicide only

DRY MATTER

23–26%

% OF BULB OUT 
OF GROUND

For mechanical 
harvesting

KEY FEATURES:

•	 Superior genetics for farmers 
wanting maximum flexibility 
and returns from their beet 
system;

•	 Ability to be harvested across 
a range of seasons allows feed 
availability during key times;

•	 Very high dry matter enables 
long term storability.

GERONIMO
STOCK CLASS

SOWING RATE 
SEEDS/HA

80,000–
100,000
COATING

Pelletised with 
insecticide & 
fungicide
OR 
Pelletised with 
fungicide only

DRY MATTER

16–18%

% OF BULB OUT 
OF GROUND

50%

KEY FEATURES:

•	 Medium dry matter, 
monogerm, orange bulb 
fodder beet suitable for 
grazing in-situ or lifting;

•	 Very good bolting 
tolerance and disease 
resistance;

•	 Consistent and reliable 
high yields year after year.

FELDHERR 

STOCK CLASS

SOWING RATE 
SEEDS/HA

80,000–
90,000
COATING
Pelletised 
(untreated)

OR

Pelletised with 
insecticide only

DRY MATTER

12–15%

% OF BULB OUT 
OF GROUND

60–80%

KEY FEATURES: 

•	 Low dry matter fodder 
beet with high leaf yield 
which is excellent for 
grazing younger stock that 
are breaking new teeth;

•	 Orange bulb, true 
monogerm cultivar for 
even establishment; 

•	 Proven to perform across 
all stock classes, including 
sheep and deer.

SF 1505BV
STOCK CLASS

SOWING RATE 
SEEDS/HA

90,000–
100,000
COATING
Pelletised with 
fungicide only

DRY MATTER

16–18%

% OF BULB OUT 
OF GROUND

60%

KEY FEATURES:

•	 Consistent high yield 
potential from its 
medium to high dry 
matter;

•	 High proportion of 
good quality green leaf 
which is excellent for 
grazing systems;

•	 Versatile variety 
for grazing or self-
harvesting.

ROBBOS
STOCK CLASS

SOWING RATE 
SEEDS/HA

80,000

COATING

Pelletised with 
insecticide & 
fungicide

DRY MATTER

16–18%

% OF BULB OUT 
OF GROUND

50-55%

KEY FEATURES:

•	 Higher leaf protein level 
than other cultivars tested 
provides a more balanced 
diet;

•	 Palatable bulbs, with a high 
proportion above ground 
ensures less soil ingestion 
and very high utilisation;

•	 Use Robbos where high 
dry matter yield per 
hectare and high utilisation 
are required when grazing 
fodder beet.

ENERMAX 
STOCK CLASS

SOWING RATE 
SEEDS/HA

80,000–
100,000
COATING

Pelletised with 
insecticide 
only

DRY MATTER

19–21%

% OF BULB OUT 
OF GROUND

45%

KEY FEATURES: 

•	 High dry matter variety 
which is capable of 
generating very high 
crop yields; 

•	 Suitable for mechanical 
lifting, but can also 
be grazed in-situ with 
mature stock; 

•	 Clean, white coloured 
bulbs with low soil 
retention. 



CONTACT US TODAY 

0800 787 256 RURALCO.CO.NZ ASHBURTON / METHVEN / RAKAIA

YOUR COMPLETE 
INDEPENDENT SEED & 
AGRONOMY EXPERTS

Phoebe James
ON-FARM ACCOUNT 
MANAGER
027 372 2040

George Walker
ON-FARM ACCOUNT 
MANAGER
027 340 3557

Melinda Driscoll
ON-FARM ACCOUNT 
MANAGER
027 449 9705

Jack Dudley
GRAIN & SEED 
CO-ORDINATOR 
027 238 9014

Bryce Sharkie
ON-FARM ACCOUNT 
MANAGER 
027 575 0182

Brent Chamberlain
ON-FARM ACCOUNT 
MANAGER
027 262 2218

John Scott
GRAIN & SEED 
CO-ORDINATOR
027 227 7048

Craig Rodgers
GROUP MANAGER 
ON-FARM SALES
027 495 2029

Jarrad Mehlhopt
ON-FARM ACCOUNT 
MANAGER
027 229 9764

Steve Lawson
ARABLE & PASTORAL 
REPRESENTATIVE
027 245 5661

SEED TEAM

ON-FARM TEAM




